[Evaluation of the efficacy of antimicrobial drugs in ophthalmic solutions].
The antimicrobial efficacy of preservatives in ophthalmic solutions was tested. Five strains were used as challenge organisms. They represented bacteria, yeasts and molds. Sixty per cent of the ophthalmic solutions showed a good preservation against S. aureus ATCC 6538, according to the standards and in 40% of cases, the bacteria disappeared on the second week. Against E. coli ATCC 8739, 90% of the samples were well preserved and in 10% the bacteria disappeared by the second week. Against Ps. aeruginosa ATCC 9027, C. Albicans ATCC 10231 and Asp. niger ATCC 16404, the ophthalmic solutions showed a 100% preservation. The majority of the products showed a satisfactory preservation. They contained declared preservatives and sometimes combinations of two antimicrobial agents.